
Twenty-five Days of Living in the Light 
 

A Response To God’s Grace 

November 14, 2020  

We are going to try something new with the Youth at church this Christmas. We are going to do a “25 Days of 

Living in the Light” – A Response To God’s Grace Blog! The church has bought (25) $25.00 Gift Cards and we 

have asked the Youth to request a gift card and to use it for someone one need this Christmas Season. In return 

they are going to send me a paragraph (and hopefully a picture) on what they did with the Gift Card. Why it was 

important to them. And how it fit’s into their Christian Faith. I am going to organize the paragraphs into 25 

different blog posts starting on Dec 1 and going to Dec 25th, posting one each day. I hope you take some time 

to log on each day, and ready them. The kids have an incredible Faith and it is great to experience it, through 

their eyes. They are really awesome! Please join us! 

Tom Schauer 

Youth Director 

  



Dec 1st 

December 1, 2020  

And the King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of me, you did for me.’ 

Matthew 25:20-45 

 

For my project with the “25 Days of Living in the Light: gift cards, I decided to buy food and blankets. I went 

and bought vegetables, rice, bread, and lots and lots of beans. I hope that people who are hungry will like this 

stuff. I think that this was such a good idea for people to use their money for a good cause and to help people 

who are less fortunate than we are. I used up one gift card for food and my brother went to CVS to buy some 

fuzzy blankets for people without any home. I hope they when they get cold, they can use these blankets to 

warm up. Maybe when they use them, they will know someone else cares for them. I hope that these items that 

we got help the people at Neighbors and Need and thank you for letting us take part in this. It is nice to be able 

to show God’s love. And it is really nice to be able to help those that don’t have a lot. Especially at Christmas 

Time. It is really a nice thing to be able to show God’s love to others in this world. 

Aria Nepomnayshy 

  



Dec 2nd 

December 2, 2020  

And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you 

may abound in every good work. 

2 Corinthians 9:8 

 



With the $25 from the church, I decided to buy and donate food to a local food pantry. I thought that it would be 

a good way to spend the money because it will supply food to people who might not be able to afford it. I 

believe that this is related to the Christian faith because it is showing love and care to people who don’t have the 

money to purchase their own meals. When I first received the gift card, I immediately knew that this is what I 

wanted to do with it. I think that during the Christmas season, families should focus on spending time with each 

other and not have to worry about how they will feed themselves. So my mom and I went to the supermarket 

and bought what the pantry said they needed. Also, when we were at the checkout, there was a rack of bags that 

said “Giving Back” on them and as luck would have it some of the proceeds from buying the bag went toward 

the food pantry. So, we bought one of those too. I hope our donations help people have a delicious holiday 

meal. Just one of the ways we can show God’s love to others. We have been given so much, just a nice way to 

share that love with others we meet. 

Luke Berkley 

 

  



Dec 3rd 

December 3, 2020  

How many are your works, Lord! 

    In wisdom you made them all; 

    the earth is full of your creatures, great and small. 

Psalm 104:24 

 



I spent my twenty five dollar gift card on dog and cat food for the Methuen animal shelter. I have volunteered at 

this shelter multiple times because I enjoy working with the animals. They really love you and I think it is a 

good thing to do to show that love back. I thought it would be a good idea to spend the gift card on some of 

their greatest needs. I learned that there are places out there that need our help.  It was a good thing to do to be 

able to help them in some way. I really do like working with animals. I think it is a way to be able to show 

God’s love. 

“God requires that we assist the animals, when they need our help.” -Francis of Assisi. 

James Ball 

 The above Bible Verse is also thought to have inspired this song,   

All Things Bright and Beautiful by Cecil F. Alexander 

 

All things bright and beautiful, 

All creatures great and small, 

All things wise and wonderful: 

The Lord God made them al 

Each little flow’r that opens, 

Each little bird that sings, 

He made their glowing colors, 

He made their tiny wings. 

The purple-headed mountains, 

The river running by, 

The sunset and the morning 

That brightens up the sky. 

The cold wind in the winter, 

The pleasant summer sun, 

The ripe fruits in the garden, 

He made them every one. 

The tall trees in the greenwood, 

The meadows where we play, 

The rushes by the water, 

To gather every day. 

He gave us eyes to see them, 

And lips that we might tell 

How great is God Almighty, 

Who has made all things well. 

  



Dec 4th 

December 4, 2020  

“25 Days of Living In The Light” 

 “This is my commandment to you, That you should love one another as I have loved you. 

John 15:12 

 

I chose to spend my $25.00 gift card to buy Dunkin Donut gift cards for the homeless. In the bulletin, I saw that 

Tom Baird was looking for donations for The Bread & Roses Food Program in Lawrence . One of the requests 

was that they need $10 Dunkin Donuts gift cards to give to the homeless as a source of food and also to give 



them somewhere to go as a place to stay warm. My parents also wanted to help out with this project, so they 

also put forth $25 dollars so as a match, In total, I could buy 5 gift cards to Dunkin Donuts for $10.00 each. I 

wanted to contribute in this way because, for Confirmation Class, we were supposed to help out at Bread & 

Roses a few times. When I was there, I saw how many people rely on the food given out as their main meal for 

the day. Since eating at Bread & Roses is halted due to Covid, I understood that these donations would be a 

huge help. This project made me realize how fortunate I am and how much I take for granted. Even a little 

donation like this one can go a long way in someone’s life. You never know how much this might effect 

someone. This project helped practice my Christian Faith by loving others the way you would love yourself. 

And as God loves you too. I would definitely recommend contributing a donation in some sort of way during 

this Christmas season. Find something that you are interested in helping out, and just try it. You will be 

surprised at what you can do! 

Kate Colbert 

 

  



Dec 5th 

December 5, 2020  

“25 Days of Living In The Light” 

In everything I did, I showed you, that by this kind of hard work we must help others, remembering the words 

the Lord Jesus himself said: ‘It is more blessed to give, than to receive.’ 

Act 20:35 

 



“We bought socks, deodorant, personal bracelets, soup, nice coloring books and other toiletry items for Haven 

of Hope, a women’s recovery home in Methuen, MA.  This home is a safe place for woman who are in 

transition or may need a safe place to stay. It makes me feel good and warm inside to give to others, things we 

have plenty of, and others do not.  I learned we should always give to others.  The women’s home asked for 

some of the items we brought to them. The woman need these items, because they don’t have them, or can’t get 

them. For us it is easy to get them. That is the difference. Some day we may be in their situation.  It fits into my 

Christian Faith when you think people have things like shampoo and learn they do not, it reminds me to think 

about people other than yourself. Even people you don’t know. God loves all people equally. You should try to 

love others as yourself. Thats what God wants you to do. Because God gives us that love. 

Samantha Chalupa 

 

  



Dec 6th 

December 6, 2020  

“25 Days of Living In The Light” 

Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one 

another, God abides in us and his love is made perfect in us. 

1 John 4:11 

 

Hi, my name is Duncan.   I donated a live goat through ELCA Good Gifts to people in need.  We spent $25 

from the Gift Card from the church and matched it with $25 of our own from our family.  The goat will go to a 

family that doesn’t have as much as we do and really needs it. A goat can help people by giving goat milk, goat 

meat, or money from trading it at the market.  We thought of donating a goat because my grandfather used to 

like supporting charities and donating gifts like goats at the holiday time of year. It is a great way to remember 

the Spirit of Giving that my grandfather used to like to do. His spirit is kept alive in our hearts. I hope the 

people will like the goat. It felt good to be a part of this. 

Duncan McKenna 

  



Dec 7th 

December 7, 2020  

“25 Days of Living In The Light” 

Owe nothing to anyone except to love and seek the best for one another; for they who love their neighbors have 

fulfilled the essence of the law relating to one another and to God. 

Romans 13:8 

 



We used our gift cards to buy essential items like soap, shampoo and socks for the women recovery home, 

Haven of Hope, in Methuen, MA.  Haven for Hope is a place for woman to go if they need to and to feel safe. I 

have lived in my house for 13 years and never knew about that place.  My Mom helped me find it. This 

experience showed me that we have recovery homes in our neighborhood that need our help.  I did not know 

this before. I learned that it doesn’t hurt to help others, actually it makes you feel good and it helps others in 

need too.  It fits into my Christian Faith when we care about and share our blessings with others in our 

community without being asked. That is what God would like us to do. To show God’s love. 

Sydney Chalupa 

  

  



Dec 8th 

December 8, 2020  

“25 Days of Living In The Light” 

Remember this: The person who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the person who sows generously 

will also reap generously.  Each of you must give, what you have decided in your heart, not with regret or under 

compulsion, since God always loves a cheerful giver. 

2 Corinthians 9:6-7 

 

With the $25.00 gift card form the church, I made a donation to the Northeast Animal Shelter. I chose to do that 

because I just love animals. I think that our donations will help the animals because some animals are less 

fortunate than others, and do not have a family to care for them. This makes me really sad. I really wanted to 

help those animals. When I got the gift card I knew that that was what I wanted to do with it. We looked online 

at the shelter’s Amazon wish list and bought some food and treats to give to the dogs there. We also gave them 

a few toys that our dog did not play with any more. I hope this donation will make all the animals there happier. 

I think that is what God would want. 

Emma Berkley 

  



Dec 9th 

December 9, 2020  

“25 Days of Living In The Light” 

For even the Son of Man came into this world, not to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for 

many. 

Mark 10:45 

 



“Hi, my name is Arden McKenna and I have decided to donate the $25 Gift Card I got from church to the Toys 

for Tots Annual Holiday Toy Drive. The Toys for Tots organization is collecting new and unwrapped toys to 

give to kids who may not get any presents this year. I chose this charity because it is being run through the 

student government at my school, Andover High School, and I really thought that is was a worthwhile cause. It 

was a great way to support something that not only benefits a great cause but also something that I think is 

important. I really like that we can be of service to others. I think that is what God wants us to do. And it is a 

way we can use our Christian Faith even when we are at school. I think that is kind of cool! 

Arden McKenna 

  



Dec 10th 

December 10, 2020  

“25 Days of Living In The Light” 

There are different kinds of gifts, but they are all from the same Spirit. There are different ways to serve, but the 

same Lord to serve.  And there are different ways that God works through people but the same God. God works 

in all of us in everything we do.  Something from the Spirit can be seen in each person, for the common 

good.  The Spirit gives one person the ability to speak with wisdom, and the same Spirit gives another the 

ability to speak with knowledge. 9The same Spirit gives faith to one person. And, to another, that one Spirit 

gives gifts of healing. The Spirit gives to another person the power to do miracles, to another the ability to 

prophesy. And he gives to another the ability to know the difference between good and evil spirits. The Spirit 

gives one person the ability to speak in different kinds of languages and to another the ability to interpret those 

languages. One Spirit, the same Spirit, does all these things, and the Spirit decides what to give each person. 

A person’s body is one thing, but it has many parts. Though there are many parts to a body, all those parts make 

only one body. Christ is like that also. Some of us are Jews, and some are Greeks. Some of us are slaves, and 

some are free. But we were all baptized into one body through one Spirit. And we were all made to share in the 

one Spirit. 

1 Corinthians 12: 4-13 

 



For my project, I decided to knit a baby blanket for Project Linus. Project Linus is an organization that collects 

hand – made blankets for children in need. I was interested in doing this specific project because I love to do 

arts and crafts. And This was a way I could use my love for art, but also be loving others, the way God loves 

you. I think that the blankets that I make will be helpful to little ones who need to keep warm over the winter. It 

makes me happy to know, that something I did will be of use to another person. Because I still had more money 

on the gift card I decided to use the remaining money to buy diapers for neighbors and need. These are essential 

because younger children need so many and they are expensive so it is important to donate what you can. I 

enjoyed doing my project and it felt good to do something to help out our community! I think God likes it when 

we show love to others. It made me happy too. 

Silvie Storch 

  



Dec 11th 

December 11, 2020  

“25 Days of Living In The Light” 

Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not from other people,  since you know 

that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving. 

Colossians 3:23-24 

 



I used the $25 Gift Card to buy toys that will be distributed around town. Our family likes to donate to the local 

food pantry, and this week the NJHS and Student Council at my old middle school were holding a toy and food 

drive there. So I decided to go out and but these items and donate them for that drive. I recognize that these 

times could be difficult for many people. I worry that these people may not have enough. I’m glad to be helping 

others in any way possible. It gives me hope that I am sharing God’s love. That is what God calls us to do. I 

think God would like it that I am helping others. 

Sophie Hodge 

  



Dec 12th 

December 12, 2020  

“25 Days of Living In The Light” 

As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. If you keep my commands, you will 

remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commands and remain in his love.  I have told you this so 

that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. My command is this: Love each other as I have 

loved you.  

Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I 

command.  I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have 

called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you.  

You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit—fruit that will 

last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you. This is my command: Love each other. 

John 15: 9-17 

 

I spent my $25 Gift Card followed up by a matched donation from my family to the Pat Tillman Foundation. 

Pat Tillman was a safety for the Arizona Cardinals who left the NFL after 9/11 to serve in the US Army, where 

he was killed in action. The Foundation was started after his death to support veterans and their families who 

lead by serving and making a difference in the world. This donation fits into my Christian Faith as I believe 

strongly in the importance and value of serving others, especially veterans. My view is that they have already 

done so much for all of us, so it is right that we give back to honor them. God calls us to serve through our faith, 

and this is one of the causes that I am passionate about. We know many people who serve our country. And we 

wish to honor their service. They have provided service to others, which God calls us to do. 

Jason Wong  

  



Dec 13th 

December 13, 2020  

“25 Days of Living In The Light” 

The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? the Lord is the strength of my life; of whom shall I 

be afraid? 

Psalm 27:1 

 

Hi, my name is Camille and am a junior at Andover High. I chose to donate my gift card to a fundraiser at my 

high school that makes sure that all students are able to receive some form of holiday present, to ensure 

everyone gets to join in on the holiday spirit and feel special, no matter where they come from or how much 

money they have. The holidays are an important time for all of us, and for me personally, Christmas is normally 



a holiday where I get to spend quality time going on adventures with my family and seeing different aunts and 

uncles that I only get the chance to visit with once a year. Another favorite part of the holidays for me is being 

able to reflect on my year and think about all of the great experiences I was able to take part in, all of the super 

cool people I was able to meet, and most importantly, reflecting on those everyday things that I can sometimes 

take for granted without even realizing it. Being able to live in a house with a roof over my head, having 

warmth from the fireplace during these chilly (well, normally chilly) New England winters, always having a 

meal on my table that tastes delicious and keeps me full. All of these things are part of my everyday life, and if 

you don’t take a moment to stop and reflect, they could easily pass you by, just another day. My heart goes out 

to my fellow peers who are not able to enjoy these little, yet so large, pieces of everyday life, and I think this 

fundraiser that my school sets up each Christmas is a wonderful way for everyone to feel some Holiday Cheer. 

Even if they are struggling with life at home, I hope that this gift card (from Perfectos!) can put a smile on their 

face and add a little positivity, especially in the time of corona, where everything is constantly changing! 

Camille Storch 

  



Dec 14th 

December 14, 2020  

“25 Days of Living In The Light” 

And he sat down and called the twelve. And he said to them, If anyone would be first, he must be last of all and 

servant of all. 

Mark 9:35 

 

For the gift card project, my sister and I used the money to go to the store and by canned food for the Neighbors 

in Need thanksgiving drive. We thought it would be good for people who needed food to be able to have some. 

There are many people who don’t have as much as we do. And we wanted to try and help them. We also went 

out and bought some blankets to give to the program too. It has been very cold lately, and I can’t imagine 

anyone having to spend the night outside. It is really hard to imagine that people have to do this, but yet they do. 

I really wanted to help them so they would have at least something warm to put on. Having been used to mostly 

spending money for myself, it was nice to know I was using money to buy something that would help out 

others. I did this project because I enjoy volunteering and helping others out, and taking part in our church’s 

commitment to volunteering. Jesus liked to serve others. And I think he likes it it when we do the same thing. It 

is a way we can show God’s love to others. 

Zack Nepomnayshy  



Dec 15th 

December 15, 2020  

“25 Days of Living In The Light” 

The next day he saw Jesus coming toward and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the 

world! 

John 1:29 

 

With my $25.00 gift card, my mom and I took a drive to Kohls and bought gloves, hats, socks and a blanket for 

people who go to Bread and Roses in Lawrence.  Both my mom and I contributed a little more to the amount of 

my gift card so we could get a little extra because buying something warm is kind of expensive.  These items to 

me are more than just clothing for the winter.  To me it means keeping someone warm and protected from the 

cold, harsh air of New England winter.  Cold air is a little like hate, it can make people want to hide and stay 

inside and just hibernate.  Warmth can represent the love that makes people want to smile and breathe in the 

fresh, warm air.  This winter I wanted to keep people warm in the cold weather, not only sharing the warmth 

that extra clothing brings, but also the love in my heart.   For me, Jesus acts, in our lives, like hats, gloves and 

warm socks, protecting us from the hateful cold. 

Alexa DiPersio 



 



 

  



Dec 16th 

December 16, 2020  

“25 Days of Living In The Light” 

For in him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 

powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him. 17 He is before all 

things, and in him all things hold together. 

1 Colossians 1:16-17 

 



With my $25.00 Gift Card, my family and I went to the store and bought some stuff to donate to the Billerica 

Cat Care Coalition. We purchased two bags of food and a pack of Christmas jingle balls for the kitties to play 

with. Additionally, my Auntie Lori had further donations to give and we added them in the trunk of the car too. 

With this project, I learned that giving makes you feel better. I learned that it is important to take care of our 

animal friends. They need us too. I also learned that I like ferrets and the ferret we saw was very cute. He had 

puppy eyes which was very weird. He was very playful. I think it is really good to help others out. Maybe that is 

what God wants us to do. It felt really good to be able to help animals out who don’t have enough. Thank you to 

the church for including me in this project. We already have plans for an organization to give to next year. We 

thought it was really great to help others out. We are looking forward to it again next year. 

Ryan Yanicke 

 



 

  



Dec 17th 

December 17, 2020  

“25 Days of Living In The Light”  

The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of deep darkness a light has 

dawned. 

Isaiah 9:2 

 



For my 25 Days in the Light project I decided to make Christmas Cookie Jars. The best part of my Christmas 

ritual is baking cookies with my family. We do it every year, and even despite the pandemic we have figured 

out a way to do this together with Zoom. But I realized that not everybody has that opportunity that I have 

during the holiday season. And for some people, their family is unable to celebrate with them. But the joy of 

baking to me isn’t what you make in the end, it’s the time you spend with others while baking. So I made 

Christmas Cookies in a Jar.  The purpose of these jars is to make life easier while baking in the kitchen. It has 

all the dry ingredients and all the little goodies that go inside a perfect cookie, plus a recipe card with simple 

instructions. I intended these cookies in a jar to go to lab workers at my local hospital that do all of the COVID 

tests. They work so hard to go through all the tests and have to do many shifts to get them all done. But 

unfortunately because of high infection rates, they were unable to take any homemade food. So I thought of the 

second best thing. There are plenty of people in my community who don’t have enough money to make 

Christmas cookies with their family. So I dropped off my 12 Christmas Cookie Jars to my local food and 

clothing pantry for people in need to have a fun treat when they get their food. To me giving people hope and 

cheer in this time of darkness is a good way to forget about all the dark in our lives for a little bit. I hope that 

when people receive these Christmas Cookie Jars that they will go home and be able to bake cookies with their 

family and not have to worry about the money or cost of having a little hope and cheer in their lives. This is my 

little contribution to helping God’s light shine. 

Mia Lock 

 



 



 

  



Dec 18th 

December 18, 2020  

“25 Days of Living In The Light” 

He said: 

Blessed are the poor in spirit, 

    for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 Blessed are those who mourn, 

    for they will be comforted. 

Blessed are the meek, 

    for they will inherit the earth. 
 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 

    for they will be filled. 
 Blessed are the merciful, 

    for they will be shown mercy. 

Blessed are the pure in heart, 

    for they will see God. 

Blessed are the peacemakers, 

    for they will be called children of God. 
 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, 

    for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Matthew 5:1-10 



 

Every year it is good to give back, especially this year through these tough times it is important to remember to 

spread christmas cheer. With my gift certificate I got warm winter hats, gloves, and socks and went into boston 

on a beautiful Sunday afternoon to hand them out. We drove around until we saw the people in need, then 

stopped our car and got out to meet them. We gave them what they needed. The joy that was brought to their 

faces by a simple kind gesture showed how anything in life that we have is a blessing and made me want to help 

people more. One of the first ladies we met during this day was named Mandy, she was so kind and showed a 



lot of gratefulness that we were giving her these winter necessities. It is going to be getting colder in Boston, 

and there are people who still have to live on the streets, anything that is donated to homeless shelters or given 

out on the street is a great way to help. Lets make our world a better place, helping one person at a time. 

Peyton Levental 

 

  



Dec 19th 

December 19, 2020  

“25 Days of Living In The Light” 

And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 

Jesus. 

Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is 

lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things. Whatever you 

have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me—put it into practice. And the God of peace will be 

with you. 

Philippians 4:7-9 

 

I used the $25 gift card to fill holiday baskets with food and snacks for Police and Firefighters. I did it because I 

know that even with everything going on in the world, those brave men and women still have to do their jobs, 

and they have to not only put themselves in danger, but now they put their whole family in danger to protect 

everyone else. While I was delivering the food, I learned that it is very important to appreciate and respect the 

authority figures we have in our lives, because they do everything they can to make sure we are safe in our 

homes and communities. I have also learned that God wants us to share with others, so I can do this by showing 

my appreciation to people when they might not expect it. I think that as long as we give back to the people who 

give so much selflessly to us, we are sharing the love that God has given to us. 

A.J. D’Agostino  



Dec 20th 

December 20, 2020  

“25 Days of Living In The Light” 

He called a little child to him, and placed the child among them. And he said: “Truly I tell you, unless you 

change and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Therefore, whoever takes 

the lowly position of this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 

Matthew 18:2-4 

 



With the money, I got some toys for Boston Children’s Hospital. It is special to me because I used to go there. 

And I wanted to do it at Christmas time because some kind have to be there on Christmas Day. 

Colby Levental 

 



Dec 21st 

December 21, 2020  

“25 Days of Living In The Light” 

The Lord brought me forth as the first of his works, 

    before his deeds of old; 

I was formed long ages ago, 

    at the very beginning, when the world came to be. 

 When there were no watery depths, I was given birth, 

    when there were no springs overflowing with water; 

before the mountains were settled in place, 

    before the hills, I was given birth, 

before he made the world or its fields 

    or any of the dust of the earth. 

I was there when he set the heavens in place, 

    when he marked out the horizon on the face of the deep, 

when he established the clouds above 

    and fixed securely the fountains of the deep, 
 when he gave the sea its boundary 

    so the waters would not overstep his command, 

and when he marked out the foundations of the earth. 

 Then I was constantly at his side. 

I was filled with delight day after day, 

  rejoicing always in his presence, 

rejoicing in his whole world 

    and delighting in mankind. 

Proverbs 8:22-31 



 

For my 25 Days of Living in the Light gift card, I went to the Essex County Co-op and bought food and treats 

for dogs and other pets that couldn’t get the food needed to survive.  I chose to do this because I really like 

animals, and I learned that there are so many animals in the world that need food, shelter, or other basic 

needs.  I think this fits into my Christian faith because it allows me to help people and animals in need. Thank 

you for the opportunity and inspiration to help others in my community.  It is kind of cool to help others. It just 

gives you a good feeling. And I think that is what God would want us to do. 

Mikey Ellard 



 

  



Dec 22nd 

December 22, 2020  

“25 Days of Living In the Light” 

For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the 

empty way of life handed down to you from your ancestors, but with the precious bloodof Christ, a 

lamb without blemish or defect. He was chosen before the creation of the world, but was revealed in these last 

times for your sake. Through him you believe in God, who raised him from the dead and glorified him, and so 

your faith and hope are in God. 

Now that you have purified yourselves, by obeying the truth, so that you have sincere love for each other, love 

one another deeply, from the heart. For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of 

imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God. 

1 Peter 1:18-23 

 

There are so many things that a person can do to bring joy and happiness into the world, donate food, clothes or 

items, buy a homeless person a cup of coffee, but what I did this year, affected the people I did it with just as 

much as the people I did it for. It was a couple of weeks ago when I was nailed to go stuff stockings for kids and 

babies in need with my friend Justin. I imagined I knew what I signed up for, and to the extent at which we 



worked, I did, but I wasn’t aware of how great full the project managers (Justin’s mothers friends) would be to 

have just one extra set of young hands. All three of them were so grateful that I took the time to come and help 

them, even though in fact it was also helping me. I had never realized how many kids, younger or the same age 

as myself there are around me, and the simple things I could do to help. We worked for about four hours, 

stuffing a total of about two hundred stockings with toys and presents that would make the Christmas’s of all 

those kids. With each stocking I finished I couldn’t believe how much of an impact this would have, since the 

manager told us these gifts were likely to be the only things those kids would receive this holiday season. 

Included are pictures of us stuffing stocking, after we organized all of the items to be given by age section 

(babies on top left, through items everyone would get on top right), and I think this shows the magnitude of 

peoples gratitude, for being kind enough to donate all of these things. Finally, I’d talk about how this connects 

to my faith journey, not what good I did, but the good it did for me, to be an active giver. Too often I overlook 

the small things that are done for me in my life, and at my school in religion class we talk about how actions 

taken for the sake of others aren’t always meant to make you feel good, but actually to help you walk through 

life. Each small piece of love we share, moves us through life a little differently, and that’s the point of life, to 

be moved and to not have a destination. My family’s faith brought us to Faith Lutheran, and my faith brought 

me to that stocking stuffing, so in a sense it’s all intertwined. That is how I think my faith helped me in this 

situation, to not only say “ya I will choose to help”, but also to be moved by my actions for good in Christ 

Jesus. 

Jimmy Ellard 



 



 

  



Dec 23rd 

December 23, 2020  

“25 Days of Living In The Light” 

My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 

John 15:12 

 

Thank you for letting me participate in this gift card program. I used the gift card to buy groceries for a food 

pantry. From that experience, I learned how to buy groceries by myself, what it is like shopping for groceries on 

a budget, and what foods last longer over time. This experience fits into my Christian faith because I was trying 

to help people who might be in need this Christmas Season. I have everything that I need. And maybe they 

don’t even have enough to eat. It was important to me to try and help them. I wanted to make sure those people 



had something to eat for the holidays. The experience also made me thankful for everything I have in my life. I 

have my parents, my family, a roof over my head and enough to eat. I think God would want me to help others. 

In the end, this makes Him really happy. Isn’t that what life is all about. 

Joey Ellard 

He has shown you, O Man, what is good. 

    And what does the Lord require of you? 

To act justly and to love mercy 

    and to walk humbly with your God. 

Micah 6:8 

 



 

  



Dec 24th 

December 24, 2020  

“25 Days of Living In The Light” 

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

John 1:5 

Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, 

but will have the light of life. 

John 8:12 

You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it 

under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let 

your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven. 

Matthew 5:14-16 

 



This holiday season, I was lucky enough to be able to be a part of this $25.00 gift card program. I used my gift 

card to try and support some of those who are less fortunate. My donations, that consisted of shoes and 

backpacks, are going to young children in Haiti. Haiti, to this day, suffers from the lasting aftermath of a 

devastating earthquake that took place in 2010. But I am not the only one to thank for this donation. My friend’s 

mother, Kelly Trolander, is a part of the Headwaters Relief Organization. She works a lot at helping others. I 

really admire this about her that she really wants to help others. This non-profit organization helps resolve many 

different urgent problems globally, from natural disasters in developing countries to issues right here in the US. 

Mrs. Trolander is someone whose career revolves around selflessness, and to be able to help out those who are 

in dire need this season because of her is a blessing. I believe that trying to be a good person is essential to be a 

faithful Christian, but by God’s Grace we can always rely on Him for support. We already get to go to heaven. 

I’m glad I got to share God’s Grace with others. Merry Christmas and have a great New Year! 

Quinn Gardner 

 

  



Dec 25th 

December 25, 2020  

Merry Christmas!!! 

“25 Days of Living In The Light” 

We had one story that did not make it back. We hope that the gift card was used for some kind good in this 

world. This is what we pray for. The great thing about getting older is that you realize, all boxes will never be 

checked off. God offers me grace, so we offer it others. Actually in this year, it kind of makes sense that this 

would happen. God is still with us. The Light shines in the darkness. Maybe even brighter then other years. 

I did want to still offer you something to think about. I have been thinking about this for sometime. This gave 

me a chance to get it down. It is from the story of David and Goliath. Maybe it can give us some tools to make 

our way through life. That is my hope. Merry Christmas Everyone!!! God’s Peace to you all!!! 

The Prayer of the Five Small Stones 

Then he took his staff in his hand, reached down and chose five smooth stones from the stream, put them in his 

bag and, with his sling in his hand, approached the Philistine. 

1 Samuel 17:40 

Draw me up the courage to remember that stones are made from the same stuff as stars. The ever expanding 

universe is within me. The same stars that shown at Christ’s birth, now shines in my heart. Smooth edges, 

jagged edges, small or large, all stones are made for the glory of God. Help me to remember that I am part of 

God’s creation, ready to fulfill my divine purpose, handpicked by God in His resounding world.  

When evil sets in around me, help me to remember that I am not alone. The same might and skill that David 

wielded against the giant, God will use in me. There are forces of evil around us the contain deep darkness. We 

can use a stone to spark a light that cuts through the darkest of night. In the face of formidable foes, the 

unfailing love of Jesus Christ is with us. God’s amazing promise is that His love will win over death. 

Instill in me the knowledge that stones are not just weapons, but tools to build things up. Should I choose to 

take a stone out of my bag, I pray that it be a reflection of your love. Just as you have chosen me, help me 

choose wisely the stones that will care for people, to shelter them or to help them along the path. The greatest 

good that we can do, is to serve others. Everything in this world can be broken. Remind me that your Grace is a 

refuge that will always protect me. Should I choose to create something, help me to do it to the best of my 

abilities, remind me that it is for the glory of God and that it should be to the service of others. 

The world passes by quickly, and often times we take things for granted. There are special places in the world 

that we call sacred. Ever since the time of Jacob, when he wrestled with the angle and placed a stone by his 

head, he called it an alter to the lord. Help us to remember that the true sacred alters are the ones that are 

contained in our hearts and that the love we share with others, that is the monument to your name. All worldly 

things will shift like the sand. Help me to remember to stand firmly on that Rock in which I have been 

redeemed with eternal life. 

Lastly, help me to remember that the world holds rhythms of life that constantly unfolding for good. Should I 

choose to throw a stone, help me to remember that it will create a ripple that no one knows how far it will end. 



The kindness and love we share with others, will be reflected countless times in this world. We may never see 

its end or how many lives it has touched. One simple act of love can have a meaningful effect on others. Your 

love is the force that pushes the rock through the water. Help me to throw it wisely dear God. For your love 

touches us all. 

Amen  

 
 


